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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  SOWERBY  BRIDGE 


Health  Department  Staff. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Dr.  A.  O.  JOLLIE, 

L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.  (Edin.),  L.R.F.P.  &  S.  (Glas.) 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

Dr.  V.  C.  MEYER,  M,B.,  Ch.B.  (Glas.) 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector : 

WM.  E.  FOSTER,  A.M.I.S.E.,  M.R.San.I. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector : 

JOHN  HOLMES,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I. 


Statistical  Summary. 


Area  of  the  District  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  6,966 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £’90,219.0.0 

Sum  Represented  by  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £346.1.6 


Altitude  varies  from 

230  feet  to  1,250  feet  above 

sea  level 

Latitude  53°  42'  N.  - 

—  Longitude  1°  56'  W. 

Population 

. . 

17,610 

Birth  Rate 

1943  . 

16-2 

1944  . 

19T 

1945  . 

15'5 

Death  Rate  ... 

1943  . 

14-2 

1944  . 

14-7 

1945  . 

18-4 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  1943 

43-6 

1944  . 

38-2 

1945  . 

68 

4 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1945 


To  1'he  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Pubthc  Health 
Committee  of  the  Urban  District  of  Sowerby  Bridge. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Annual  Repen't  as 
Acting  Medical  of  Health  for  the  Urban  District  of  Sowerby 
Bridge,  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1945. 

From  the  statistics,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  birth  rate 
has  fallen  from  19T  to  15*8,  whilst  the  death  rate  has  increased 
from  14'7  to  18’4,  the  highest  yet  recorded.  The  infantile 
mortality  rate  has  also  increased  to  68,  which  is  not  a  very 
encouraging  figure,  compared  with  that  of  38  for  last  year. 

Infectious  disease  notifications  have  shown  a  decrease, 
especially  in  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria,  the  latter 
being  the  lowest  recorded  for  the  past  10  years.  I  feel  that  the 
useful  work  done  immediately  prior  to,  and  during  hostilities  in 
connection  with  Diphtheria  Immunisation  is  responsible  for  this 
low  figure.  The  infectious  cases  notified  have  been  compari- 
tively  few  and  nothing  in  the  way  of  an  epidemic  has  been 
recorded. 

I  am  pleased  to  state  that  the  Council  is  embarking  upon 
a  scheme  for  the  wholesale  conversion  of  the  more  primitive 
types  of  sanitary  accommodation,  and  I  look  forward  to  seeing 
the  end  of  the  privy,  etc.  in  the  more  rural  parts  of  the  District 
in  the  very  near  future. 

With  the  acute  shortage  of  houses,  this  scheme  of  improving 
the  sanitary  conditions  will  be  of  considerable  assistance  until  a 
full  scheme  of  dealing  with  the  unhealthy  dwellings  of  the 
District  can  be  put  into  operation.  This,  I  feel  will  take  some 
considerable  time,  but  1  am  pleased  that  housing  sites  are  being 


obtained,  which  will  be  developed  in  various  parts  of  the 
District  to  house  those  persons  who  are  either  overcrowded  or 
living  under  unsatisfactory  conditions.  When  these  urgent 
requirements  have  been  satisfied,  it  will  then  be  possible  for  the 
clearance  of  the  unhealthy  dwellings  of  the  District  to  be  effected. 

The  Public  Cleansing  Services,  although  not  yet  completely 
back  to  the  pre-war  system  of  weekly  collection,  continue  to 
give  satisfaction. 

The  Department  has  undertaken  an  extensive  survey  of  the 
milk  producing  establishments,  with  the  result  that  a  great 
amount  of  reconstruction  is  in  hand,  which  will  result  in  the 
tijigrading  of  many  establishments.  I'he  milk  produced 
within  the  area  is  quite  satisfactory,  as  the  samples  show,  and 
I  earnestly  look  forward  to  a  steady  increase  in  the  number  of 
designated  producers  in  the  future. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  provision  of  Town’s  water  is  not 
available  throughout  the  District,  although  many  of  the  private 
water  supplies  in  the  more  rural  areas  have  been  reconditioned 
and  are  adequate  for  the  property  which  they  supply.  No  illness 
has  been  attributed  to  these  private  supplies  during  the  year. 

It  is  quite  probable  that  this  will  be  my  last  Report  as 
Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I  do  therefore  wish  to  record 
my  appreciation  and  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  interest  and  co-operation 
in  the  Public  Health  work  of  the  District. 

My  appreciation  is  also  due  to  your  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  W.  E.  Foster,  and  to  the  Technical  and  Clerical 
Staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  enthusiasm  and  valuablo 
team  work  at  all  times.  In  addition,  I  should  like  to  thank  all 
Officials  of  your  Council,  who  have  so  kindly  co-operated  in 
rendering  their  assistance  and  supplying  the  general  information 
for  this  Report. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

V.  CAMPBELL  MEYER, 

.Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA. 


Population. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  population 
for  the  mid-year  1945,  is  given  as  17,610,  being  a  decrease  of 
150  as  compared  with  the  estimate  for  1944. 

The  following  extracts  of  Births  and  Deaths  are  taken  from 
the  Returns  as  furnished  by  the  Registrar  General  after  correc¬ 
tion  for  the  inward  and  outward  transfers  : — 


Births. 


Live  Births. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate  ... 

...  128 

128 

256 

Illegitimate 

15 

9 

24 

143 

137 

280 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 


of  the  estimated  Resident  Population  ...  15'5 


Still  Births. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate  ... 

5 

4 

9 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

5 

4 

9 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

...  16 

Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  District  are  set  out  as 
follows  : 

M.  F.  Total 

164  160  324 
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Death  Rate  per  1,000 

of  the  estimated  Resident  Population  ...  18‘4 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year. 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  (Inf.  Mort.)  68 
Leg.  Infants  per  1,000  Leg.  Live  Births  ...  55 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  ...  19 

Deaths  from  Puerpural  Causes  ...  ...  Nil 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Causes  of  Death  (all  ages). 

Deaths  from  Heart  Disease  (all  ages)  ...  109 

Deaths  from  Ca'ncer  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Intra  Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  ...  ...  43 

Pneumonia  and  other  Respiratory  Diseases  39 
Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  12 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Premature  births,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Digestive  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  ...  ...  2 

Road  Accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Other  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Violent  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


324 

The  19  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  may  be 
classed  as  unavoidable,  the  majority  of  these  occurring  in  the 
first  week  after  birth,  and  being  due  generally  to  premature 
birth,  congenital  defects,  broncho-pneumonia,  etc. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

riie  following  table  sets  out  in  detail  all  diseases  notified 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  during  the  year,  together 
with  the  age  periods. 
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1 

— 
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— 

5  -  15 

18 

2 

— 

51 

1 

— 

1 

15  -  25 

4 

- - 

1 

4 

— 

— 

1 

1 

25  -  35 

-  -  - 

1 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

— 

35  -  45 

2 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

45  -  55 

- 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

55  -  65 

Over  65 

— 

— 

1 

— - 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Non-Civilians 

— 

5 

1 

o 

a 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Cases 
(excluding  H.M.F.) 

25 

7 

4 

173 

4 

Nil 

4 

1 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

22 

12 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  Deaths 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TABLE  OF  COMPARISONS 
(excluding  Members  of  H.M.  Forces). 


Disease 

Average 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

Diphtheria 

16 

23 

16 

25 

10 

7 

Scarlet  Fever 

75 

40 

35 

169 

106 

25 

Pneumonia 

12 

10 

9 

26 

11 

4 

Measles 

135 

90 

286 

35 

91 

173 

Whooping  Cough 

40 

50 

49 

27 

68 

4 

Erysipelas 

3 

6 

Nil 

3 

1 

4 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Nil 

1 

Xo  cases  of  Smallpox,  Enteric  Fever  or  Cerebro  Spinal 
Fever  have  been  reported  during  this  period. 

The  usual  enquiries  have  been  made  covering  the  major 
notifiable  diseases,  all  contacts  being  excluded  from  School  and 
complete  disinfection  of  bedding,  etc.,  together  with  the  house¬ 
hold  effects,  being  carried  out  in  order  to  control  the  spread  of 
such  diseases. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  close  any  of  the  Schools 
of  the  District  on  account  of  infectious  disease,  the  notified 
diseases  being  such  that  nothing  in  the  way  of  an  epidemic  has 
been  recorded.  During  the  year  the  notifiable  diseases  have 
compared  very  favourably  with  those  for  Districts  similar  in 
size  to  Sowerby  Bridge. 

The  tables  setting  out  in  detail  the  diseases  notified,  show  a 
decrease  over  the  previous  year  in  all  diseases  except  Measles, 
and  it  is  most  encouraging  to  observe  the  continual  decrease  in 
the  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

d'he  campaign  which  was  commenced  in  1940  has  continued 
throughout  the  year  with  a  considerable  amount  of  success.  4'he 
figures  now  show  that  more  than  90%  of  the  school  children,  and 
approximately  52%  of  those  under  5  years  of  age  have  received 
full  treatment. 

The  notifications  during  the  year  total  7,  all  of  which  were 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  it  was  very  encouraging 
to  find  that  there  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease. 

I  stated  in  my  last  Report  that  I  looked  forward  to  a 
lower  Diphtheria  rate  during  1945,  and  I  am  pleased  to  find  that 
this  has  actually  taken  place. 
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Details  of  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation  during  the  year  are 
as  follows  :  — 


Number  of  Children  who 
completed  a  full  course  of 
Immunisation  during  the 
Year. 

Age  at  date  of  final 
injection. 

Total 

under 

15  Years 

0  -  4  Years 

5-14  Years 

186 

49 

235 

During  the  year  each  child  in  the  District,  on  attaining  the 
age  of  one  year,  has  received  a  birthday  card,  setting  out  the 
importance  of  Immunisation.  This,  I  find,  has  been  of  great 
value  in  keeping  this  important  subject  constantly  in  the  minds 
of  the  public,  thus  attaining  its  purpose,  in  a  very  high  percent¬ 
age  of  children  being  Immunised  on  or  immediately  after  their 
first  birthday. 


Tuberculosis. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  total  number  of 
cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year.  This 
shows  an  increase  of  4  on  the  previous  year,  the  increase  being 
in  males  who  were  stated  to  be  suffering  from  Pulmonary 
'Fuberculosis.  d'he  figures  for  Non- Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
being  increased  by  one. 


Total 
Cases  on 
Register 

Pulmonary 

Non -Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

91 

36 

24 

60 

12 

19 

31 

Scabies  Order,  1941. 

The  arrangements  still  continue  for  the  out-patient  treat¬ 
ment  of  Scabies  at  the  General  Hospital,  Halifax,  certificates 
for  such  treatment  being  issued  at  the  Health  Department. 
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Da  vs  for  treatment  are  as  follows  : 

•/ 

Females  and  Children  -  Monday  and  I'hursday,  2  to  4  p.m. 
Males . d'uesday  and  Friday,  2  to  4  p.m. 

Where  in-patient  treatment  is  required,  the  Ministry  of 
Health  have  allowed  the  Skin  Hostel  at  Milner  Royd,  within 
the  Urban  District  of  Sowerby  Bridge,  previously  used  for 
Evacuees  only,  now  to  be  used  for  County  District  patients. 
These  arrangements  work  most  satisfactorily. 

During  the  year  22  children  have  been  treated  as  in¬ 
patients  at  Milner  Royd,  the  average  period  of  stay  for  each 
child  being  17  days. 

At  the  General  Hospital  60  persons  have  received  out¬ 
patient  treatment,  and  generally,  it  has  been  observed  that  one 
treatment  has  been  effective. 

I  am  pleased  to  state  that  there  has  been  a  definite 
decrease  in  the  number,  of  the  more  serious  type  of  Scabies,  the 
number  of  inpatients  at  the  Milner  Royd  Skin  Hostel  being  22, 
compared  with  62  for  the  previous  year.  It  was  observed  that 
Scabies  has  not  been  prevalent  in  the  District. 


General  Provision  for  Health  Services. 

Guaranteed  hospital  accommodation  is  available  at  the 
two  Isolation  Hospitals  serving  the  Urban  District  of  Sowerby 
Bridge,  these  Hospitals  being  the  Fielden  Isolation  Hospital, 
Todmorden,  which  covers  the  whole  of  the  Urban  Area  with  the 
exception  of  Luddenden  Foot  and  Midgley,  which  are  covered 
by  Northowram  Hall. 

Guaranteed  hospital  accommodation  is  also  available  at 
Northowram  Hall  for  cases  of  Smallpox  which  may  occur 
within  the  Urban  District. 

Other  diseases,  such  as  Pneumonia,  etc.,  are  treated  at  the 
Halifax  General  Hospital. 

These  arrangements  continue  to  wmrk  most  satisfactorily. 
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Child  Welfare  Centres  are  available  at  Sowerby  Bridge  and 
Luddenden  Foot,  which  serve  the  whole  of  Sowerby  Bridge  area 
including  Luddenden  Foot  and  Midgley  ;  portions  of  the 
Luddenden  district  of  Halifax  and  Mytholmroyd  within  the 
Hebden  Royd  Urban  District  are  also  served  by  the  Luddenden 
Foot  Centre. 

It  has  been  observed  during  the  year  that  these  Centres 
although  hard  pressed  with  staffing  difficulties,  continue  their 
activities  with  success. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  are  held  twice  weekly  at  the 
Wffist  Riding  Clinic,  Sowerby  Bridge,  days  for  treatment  being 
Tuesday  and  Thursday. 

Venereal  diseases  are  treated  at  Halifax  Royal  Infirmary  ; 
quite  an  amount  of  time  has  been  devoted  during  the  year  to 
displays,  film  shows,  etc.,  on  this  very  important  subject,  and  I 
consider  that  these  have  met  with  a  considerable  amount  of 
success. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICES. 

Infectious  Disease. 

The  entire  district  is  amply  covered  by  the  motor  ambulance 
service  maintained  by  the  Fielden  Isolation  Hospital,  and 
Halifax  Corporation  ;  these  ambulances  being  used  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  removal  of  the  patients  to  the  respective  Isolation 
Hospitals. 

Non-Infectious  and  Accident  Cases. 

Up  to  this  year  the  Council  have  maintained  a  25  h.p. 
Vauxhall  Ambulance  which  was  staffed  entirely  by  the  personnel 
of  the  A.R.P.  Ambulance  Service.  With  the  cutting  down  of 
A.R.P.  personnel,  the  Civil  Ambulance  Service  was  discontinued 
and  Halifax  Corporation  were  ^ipproached,  with  a  view  to 
providing  an  Ambulance  Service  for  the  Urban  District  of 
Sowerby  Bridge.  Arrangements  for  this  were  completed,  and  I 
am  pleased  to  state  that  the  plan  is  working  quite  satisfactorily. 


All  accident  cases  are  still  removed  free  of  charge,  while 
other  removals  are  undertaken  at  a  flat  rate  of  5/-  per  journey. 
Should  specialised  treatment  be  required  outside  the  area,  then 
the  charge  is  1/-  per  mile. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
Water  Supplies. 

Water  is  supplied  in  bulk  from  the  County  Borough  of 
Halifax  to  the  Council’s  storage  reservoir  at  Cote  Hill,  where 
it  is  rechlorinated  and  distributed  to  Sowerby  Bridge.  The 
Halifax  water  main  directly  supplies  parts  of  Luddenden  Foot 
and  Midgley.  The  Triangle  district  is  supplied  from  Ripponden, 
whilst  the  Council  has  its  own  reservoir  to  supply  Norland. 

Each  of  the  waters  have  been  sampled  for  Bacteriological 
and  Chemical  Examination  on  several  occasions,  and  in  addition 
the  water  supplying  Triangle  and  Norland  has  been  sampled  for 
Plumbo  Solvency.  Ail  the  samples  have  been  satisfactory,  and 
no  complaint  has  arisen  during  the  year  from  an  insufficient 
supply. 

ddie  number  of  houses  supplied  with  a  public  water  supply 
total  approximately  4,500. 


In  the  more  rural  parts  of  the  area  private  supplies  are  much 
in  evidence.  Details  of  the  larger  private  supplies  are  set  out  as 
follows  : — 


Rawson  Supply  to  parts  of  Sowerby. 

Whitworth  Supply  to  part  of  Luddenden 

Foot. 

Carter  Supply  to  parts  of  Mill  Bank. 
Hitchen  Suppl}^  to  Boulderclough, 
Murgatroyd  Supply  to  part  of  Midgley, 
Booth  Supply  to  part  of  Midgley, 
Duke  Street  Supply  to  part  of  Midgley, 


approx. 

250  houses. 

approx. 

250  houses. 

approx. 

70  houses. 

approx. 

50  houses. 

approx. 

40  houses. 

approx. 

30  houses. 

approx. 

30  houses. 
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These  do  not  receive  any  treatment  prior  to  distribution, 
all  the  water  being  spring  water,  which  is  piped  from  the 
source,  stored  in  large  covered  tanks  and  distributed  to  the 
properties  outlined.  The  water  has  been  sampled  and  subjected 
to  Bacteriological  Examination  at  regular  intervals,  the  results 
being  quite  satisfactory. 

In  addition  to  these  there  aie  many  smaller  supplies  which 
cater  for  the  farms  and  properties  in  the  more  remote  parts  of 
the  area.  Complaints  are  received  from  time  to  time  relative 
to  insufficiency,  etc.  and  every  effort  is  made  to  reconstruct  the 
existing  supply,  or  alternatively  provide  Towns  water  where 
available.  At  the  year  end  there  were,  in  addition  to  those 
reconstructed,  three  private  supplies  receiving  attention. 

At  the  majority  of  the  outlying  properties  the  water  is 
piped  into  the  dwellings,  and  only  a  very  small  percentage  rely 
upon  Stand  Pipes  or  shallow  wells.  During  the  year  it  was 
found  necessary  to  close  one  of  the  wells  due  to  pollution 
caused  by  a  defective  drainage  system  in  close  proximity  to  the 
well.  Idris  was  remedied  and  the  lining  of  the  well  overhauled. 
Subsequent  sampling  and  tests  of  the  water  indicated  that  this 
was  quite  satisfactory.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  close  any 
other  supply  during  the  year,  and  no  illness  has  been  attributed 
to  the  private  supplies  of  the  district. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  has  not  been  any  extension  to  the  drainage  or 
sewerage  systems  of  the  district,  although  sewer  maintenance 
has  continued  throughout  the  year. 

Many  defective  drainage  systems  have  been  located  and 
remedied  as  a  result  of  nuisances  arising,  and  a  considerable 
amount  of  work  has  been  carried  out  to  the  Norland  culvert  in 
order  to  obviate  flooding  at  Clough  Head.  Many  minor,  works 
have  been  completed  on  existing  drainage  lay-outs  ;  details  of 
the  Inspectors’  visits  are  set  out  in  the  Sanitary  Inspection  of 
area.  The  more  rural  portions  of  the  area  still  require  sewering, 
these  include  Norland,  together  with  parts  of  Luddenden  Foot 
and  Sowerby. 


Sewage  Disposal. 

There  are  two  sewage  disposal  works  which  serve  the 
district,  (a)  Milner  Royd  Sewage  ^^’orks  under  the  control  of  the 
Council,  and  (b)  Luddenden  h'oot  Sewage  M'orks  under  the 
control  of  a  Joint  Board. 

The  former  works  serve  Sowerby  Bridge,  Triangle,  Beech- 
wood,  etc.,  whilst  the  latter  serve  Sowerby,  Luddenden  Foot  and 
Midgley.  Both  works  continue  to  give  satisfaction,  no  complaint 
having  being  received  from  the  Rivers  Board. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. 

During  the  year  a  survey  of  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the 
entire  area  has  been  completed,  and  in  many  cases  are  most 
disturbing  and  leave  much  to  be  desired.  Many  of  the  horrible 
sanitary  arrangements  would  have  been  cleared  along  with  the 
dwellings,  but  with  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  the  conditions 
have  remained  and  deteriorated.  Unfortunately,  owing  to  the 
shortage  of  suitable  housing  accommodation  the  dwellings  will 
continue,  but  efforts  are  being  made  to  improve,  if  only  for  a 
limited  period,  the  sanitary  conditions  of  such  dwellings.  Prior 
to  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  progress  was  made  in  the  abolition 
of  the  more  primitive  types  of  sanitary  accommodation,  and 
from  1936  to  1939,  200  privies  and  privy  middens  were  abolished, 
together  with  128  ashpits  and  40  pail  closets. 


riie  position  relative  to  the  sanitary  accommodation  in  the 

district  at  the  vear  end  is  set  out  as  follows 

•/ 


District 

Pails 

Privies 

Ashpits 

Triangle  and  Mill  Bank 

80 

17 

1 

Sowerby  Bridge . 

42 

— 

— 

Norland  ... 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

130 

15 

2 

Sowerby  and  Blackwood 

170 

50  • 

— 

Luddenden  F’t  (inc.  Butts  Green) 

178 

— 

2 

Midgley . 

111 

14 

3 

Totals 

711 

96 

8 

16 


Thus  approximately  1,200  working  class  dwellings  are  served 
by  this  primitive  type  of  accommodation.  A  further  detailed 
survey  of  existing  water  supplies  and  sewerage  systems  at  present 
used  by  these  dwellings  indicate  that  the  position  can  be  consid¬ 
erably  improved,  by  the  conversion  of  342  pails,  25  privy  middens 
and  34  privies  to  the  water  carriage  system,  whilst  further  works 
can  be  undertaken  to  abolish  entirely  the  privy  and  privy  midden 
from  the  district.  This  will  enable  the  latter  to  be  replaced  with 
an  alternative  type  of  accommodatfon  to  be  cleansed  by  the 
Cleansing  Department  weekly. 


As  an  inducement  to  owners  to  remedy  the  insanitary  condi¬ 
tions  of  the  dwellings  in  question,  the  District  Council  has 
undertaken  to  contribute  a  sum  of  not  exceeding  £'5.0.0  per 
conversion  in  approved  cases  where  conversion  to  the  water 
carriage  system  is  carried  out. 


The  position  relative  to  conversions,  etc.,  is  as  follows  :  — 


District 

No.  to  convert  to  W.C, 

Pails 

P.M. 

Privies 

Triangle,  Mill  Bank 

50 

7 

— 

Sowerby  Bridge 

20 

— 

2 

Norland  . 

39 

4 

4 

Sowerby,  Blackwood 

68 

9 

25 

Luddenden  Foot 

86 

— 

— 

Midgley  . 

79 

5 

3 

Totals  . 

342 

25 

34 

From  the  survey  I  consider  that  450  conversions  are  necessary 
on  Public  Health  grounds  and  accordingly,  the  Council  has 
resolved  to  deal  with  the  most  urgent  cases  during  the  first  year 
of  a  two  year  programme. 


17 


The  buildings  housing  the  sanitary  accommodation  are 
usually  found  outside  the  dwellings,  and  upon  examination  these 
also  required  attention.  Of  the  buildings  examined  55  were 
found  to  be  quite  sound,  215  requiring  minor  repair,  whilst  45 
required  to  be  entirely  rebuilt.  Providing  labour  and  materials 
are  available,  it  is  hoped  to  complete  the  first  200  conversions 
during  the  next  vear. 

Upon  completion  of  this  work  many  pail  closets  will  remain  ; 
this  will  be  due  to  either  an  insufficient  water  supply  or  inade¬ 
quate  sewerage  system,  nevertheless  such  accommodation  will  be 
cleansed  weekly,  and  the  abominable  privy  will  be  abolished. 


Cleansing  Department. 

This  Department  remains  responsible  for  the  collection  and 
disposal  of  liouse  refuse  including  Ashpits,  Privy  Middens  and 
Pail  Closets.  The  collection  and  disposal  of  Salvage  and  waste 
food  is  still  continued  by  the  Department,  although  on  a  reduced 
scale. 

Phe  work  of  the  Cleansing  Department  is  carried  out  entirely 
by  direct  labour  and  mechanical  transport. 

Although  the  labour  position  was  extremely  acute  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  the  position  slowly  improved  after  the 
(pessation  of  hostilities  in  Europe,  and  is  now  comparatively  good. 
However  it  has  not  been  possible  to  resume  the  weekly  collection 
of  the  pre-war  period  throughout  the  district,  although  collection 
of  house  refuse  in  the  congested  areas  and  pail  closets  in  the 
entire  district  are  cleansed  weekly,  whilst  the  remainder  of  the 
bins  are  collected  fortnightly  and  the  privies,  etc.,  cleansed  and 
disinfected  monthly. 


Refuse  Collection. 

The  following  table  sets  out  in  detail  the  number  of  recept¬ 
acles,  together  with  the  number  of  loads,  weights  etc.  collected 
by  each  vehicle  during  the  year 


Vehicles 

Ashbins 

Pits 

Pails 

Loads 

Tons  Cwt. 

S.  &  D.  No.  5 

86,234 

— 

— 

671 

2,045 

11 

S.  &  D.  No.  1 

37,866 

188 

— 

814 

1,387 

4 

Commer  No.  3 

7,953 

14 

27,840 

976 

1,266 

5 

Commer  No.  4 

9,711 

77 

8,726 

1,051 

949 

19 

Totals  ... 

141,764 

279 

36,566 

3,512 

5,648 

19 

Transport. 

During  the  year  the  Department  operated  the  following 
vehicles  : — 


No. 

Make 

Year  of 
Purchase 

Capacity 

Service 

1 

S.  &  D.  Freighter 

1936 

7  cu.  yards 

Ash  Bins  and 
Ash  Pits 

3 

Commer  N.l  F.C. 

1938 

7  cu.  yards 

Salvage  and 
Trade  Refuse 

4 

Commer  N.2  F.C. 

1938 

6  cu.  yards 

Pail 

Collection 

5 

S.  &  D.  Moveable 
Floor 

1939 

16  cu.  yards 

Ash  Bins 

The  Department  has  always  been  fortunate  in  the  fact  that 
the  Foreman  of  the  Cleansing  Department  is  also  a  qualified 
Engineer,  and  accordingly  held  a  dual  appointment  of  Foreman- 
Engineer,  with  the  result  that  as  the  majority  of  the  maintenance 
was  completed  outside  the  working  hours  of  the  Department,  the 
vehicles  were  off  the  road  for  only  short  periods  and  the  main¬ 
tenance  costs  comparatively  low. 

With  the  resignation  of  the  Foreman-Mechanic,  this  dual 
appointment  was  separated,  and  a  Foreman  employed  for  the 
Cleansing  Department  and  for  general  work  in  the  Health 
Department,  wdiilst  a  qualihed  Engineer  was  appointed  to  service 
all  Council  Vehicles,  this  appointment  being  under  the  control  of 
the  Health  Department.  Although  this  arrangement  has  only 
been  in  operation  for  a  short  period  it  appears  to  be  a  wise 


move. 


I'he  vehicles  operated  for  cleansing,  especially  the  older  ones 
have  served  the  Department  well,  especially  when  one  considers 
the  conditions  under  which  the  majority  of  the  work  has  been 
carried  out.  However,  it  is  hoped  to  replace  the  S.  &  D.  1  early 
next  year,  and  the  Commer  Vehicles  shortly  afterwards. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  with  the  labour  almost 
back  to  normal  it  has  again  been  possible  to  take  each  vehicle 
off  the  road  for  a  short  period  each  fortnight  for  a  general  check 
over,  etc.  by  the  Engineer,  which  I  find  is  very  beneficial  and 
will  ultimately  increase  the  life  of  new  and  existing  vehicles. 

Storage. 

'Fhe  following  table  sets  out  a  comparison  of  the  different 
accommodation  in  the  district  compared  with  pre-war  years  : — 


Year 

Pail  Closets 

Privies 

Ash  Pits 

Ash  Bins 

1938 

562 

160 

16 

4760 

1939 

687 

120 

12 

5471 

1944 

711 

104 

8 

5846 

1945 

712 

96 

8 

6041 

There  is  a  steadv  increase  in  the  number  of  ashbins  due  to 

•/ 

conversion  of  privy  accommodation,  etc.  and  with  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  scheme  for  the  conversion  of  the  primitive  types  of 
accommodation,  it  is  hoped  to  see  the  number  of  ashbins  in  the 
district  rise  still  higher  with  a  consequent  reduction  in  the 
number  of  ash  pits,  privy  middens,  etc.,  until  these  are  abolished. 

'rids  may  mean  the  number  of  pail  closets  will  remain 
constant,  owing  to  the  fact  that  included  under  this  heading 
are  earth  and  chemical  closets  (very  few  of  the  former), 
and  although  many  pails,  etc.,  will  be  converted  to  the  water 
carriage  system,  many  properties  served  by  privies  etc.  have  either 
insufficient  water  supplies  or  an  inadequate  sewerage  system,  and 
consequently  will,  when  converted,  be  entered  under  the  heading 
“pails.” 
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This  will  mean  that  ashbins  will  be  provided,  and  these 
together  with  the  ‘  pails  ’  will  be  attended  to  each  week,  being  a 
much  better  arrangement  than  at  present. 

Trade  Refuse- 

Trade  Refuse  is  also  dealt  with,  the  collection  varying  from 
once  to  thrice  weekly,  depending  upon  the  nature  of  the  refuse. 
The  arrangement,  by  resolution  of  the  Council  as  in  previous 
years  still  continues,  namely  that  one  bin  of  trade  refuse  is  re¬ 
moved  free  of  charge,  whilst  a  charge  of  6d.  is  made  for  each 
additional  bin. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

The  refuse  of  the  district  is  disposed  of  either  by 

1.  Complete  Incineration. 

2.  Controlled  Tipping.  , 

During  the  year  rather  more  use  has  been  made  of  the 
controlled  tips  at  The  Holmes,  Luddenden  Foot  ;  Milner  Royd, 
Sowerby  Bridge,  and  Mill  Bank,  especially  at  the  former  tip. 
The  tipping  has  increased  from  approximately  13%  to  30%  due  to 
the  inadequacy  of  the  destructor  at  Milner  Royd. 

The  available  tipping  space  at  Luddenden  Foot  is  limited, 
and  providing  the  refuse  is  to  be  disposed  of  in  this  manner,  an 
alternative  tip  will  be  required  shortly.  The  remainder  of  the 
refuse,  approximately  70%  is  dealt  with  by  complete  incineration 
at  the  destructor  at  Milner  Royd,  Sowerby  Bridge. 

I'he  inaccessible  farms  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  district 
attend  to  their  own  scavenging,  for  which  they  are  paid  5/-  per 
year. 

Salvage. 

With  the  difficulty  in  the  disposal  of  certain  types  of  salvage, 
and  the  withdrawing  of  certain  directions  by  the  Ministry  of 
Supply,  salvage  sorting  on  the  tips  and  at  the  destructor,  which 
had  been  discontinued  in  1944  due  to  labour  difficulties,  were 
again  started,  but  on  a  greatly  reduced  scale. 
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I'he  amount  of  waste  paper  collected  shows  a  considerable 
decrease  on  the  1944  return,  although  the  special  measures  in  the 
provision  of  household  containers  is  still  in  force,  together  with 
the  special  collection  from  the  factories  and  shops.  Thus  every 
effort  is  still  made  to  collect  every  scrap  of  this  valuable  material. 


The  figures  for  the  return  of  waste  food  again  show  an 
increase  due  mainly  to  service  establishments  and  canteens, 
although  the  street  bins  covering  approximately  2,000  dwellings 
show  a  good  return.  The  waste  food  is  collected  3  times  per 
week,  and  conveyed  to  the  processing  plant  at  Charlestown, 
Halifax,  under  the  control  of  the  Halifax  Corporation. 


4'here  is  no  special  collection  for  other  materials  salvaged, 
these  being  obtained  from  the  tips  and  destructor  head  during 
partial  separtion  of  the  refuse. 


The  position  with  loose  tins  has  been  most  discouraging, 
as  large  quantities  of  this  material  which  has  been  separated 
lies  unwanted  in  large  accumulations  (50  tons),  at  the  destructor 
head,  proving  to  be  a  serious  nuisance  to  the  Council.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  no  suitable  press  is  available  and  disposal  on  the  tip  is 
a  slow  process. 


Details  of  the  sale  of  residuals  are  set  out  in  the  following 
table  : — 


Materials  Salvaged. 


T. 

C. 

Q- 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper 

.  112 

16 

3 

719 

1 

11 

Waste  Food 

.  375 

18 

3 

564 

1 

3 

Textiles  ... 

8 

0 

5 

15 

6 

Cullet 

.  9 

14 

2 

7 

6 

3 

Non  Ferrous  Metals 

6 

0 

4 

10 

0 

Ferrous  Metals  ... 

.  6 

19 

0 

14 

5 

10 

4'otal  ...  506 

3 

0 

1,315 

0 

9 
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At  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  the  Council  was  called 
upon  to  salvage  all  useful  materials  from  the  refuse.  This  was 
started  in  November,  1939,  and  for  your  information  the  quantity 


material  salvaged 

during 

the 

war 

years  is 

set  out  below  : — 

Year  Tonnage  Salvaged. 

Value 

Approx. 

T. 

C. 

Q- 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1939 

9 

1 

2 

20 

1 

0 

1940 

380 

3 

0 

1259 

3 

7 

1941 

453 

17 

3 

1445 

6 

2 

1942 

380 

6 

3 

1783 

17 

3 

1943 

382 

2 

2 

1595 

6 

6 

1944 

428 

16 

1 

1379 

8 

5 

1945 

506 

5 

0 

1315 

0 

9 

Total 

2540 

12 

3 

• 

8798 

3 

8 

The  principle  materials  salvaged  were 

T. 

C. 

Q- 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper 

1034 

11 

1 

4701 

14 

0 

Waste  Food 

678 

8 

3 

1025 

18 

11 

Ferrous  Metals 

289 

9 

0 

431 

6 

0 

The  greatest  return  of  Waste  Paper  was  made  during  June, 
1942,  when  the  Council  was  awarded  3rd  prize  in  the  All 
Yorkshire  Salvage  Competition,  with  a  return  of  80  Tons. 

To  enable  the  Department  to  carry  out  this  work  a  waggon 
and  two  men  have  been  utilised  approx.  3  days  each  week, 
together  with  a  Labourer  at  the  Salvage  Depot,  mainly  for  the 
purpose  of  paper  pressing.  This  effort  has  been  worth  while, 
irrespective  of  any  hnancial  gain  which  may  have  been 
produced,  as  a  considerable  amount  of  Raw  Material  has  been 
reclaimed  and  returned  to  industry  to  assist  in  the  War  Effort 
when  it  was  most  needed. 


Infectious  Diseases  and  Disinfection. 

Investigations  have  continued  into  each  case  of  Scarlet 
Fever  and  Diphtheria  notified,  and  all  precautions  necessary  to 
avoid  the  spread  of  the  disease  have  been  adopted. 
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Disinfection  of  the  bedding  has  been  carried  out  in  all 
cases,  together  with  household  effects  where  necessary. 

Details  of  visits  etc.  in  connection  with  the  notifications 
are  set  out  as  follows  : — 


135 

25 

7 

2 


No.  of  visits  in  connection  with  Infectious  Disease 
No.  of  rooms  disinfected  after  Scarlet  Fever 
No.  of  rooms  disinfected  after  Diphtheria  ... 

No.  of  rooms  disinfected  after  Tuberculosis 


169 


In  addition  to  the  figures  set  out  above,  a  number  of  rooms 
were  treated  after  minor  ailments  at  the  request  of  the  owner 
or  occupier. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Unfortunately  it  has  not  been  possible  to  undertake  smoke 
observations  from  the  factory  chimneys  on  a  scale  that  would  be 
desired,  but  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  there  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  any  further  increase  in  the  pollution  of  the  atmos¬ 
phere  from  this  source. 

No  complaint  of  the  excessive  emission  of  smoke,  fumes  or 
grit  has  been  received  during  the  year. 

Factories. 

Periodical  inspection  is  carried  out  under  the  Factories  Act 
1937,  from  which  it  was  observed  that  in  9  factories  insufficient^ 
unscreened  or  defective  sanitary  accommodation  existed.  These 
defects  or  omissions  have  been  remedied. 

The  Bakehouses  have  also  been  visited  on  17  occasions,  and 
these  appear  to  be  in  a  reasonable  condition  —  no  contravention 
of  the  Act  being  noted. 

Nuisances. 

Whilst  it  has  not  been  possible  to  make  regular  routine 
inspection  of  the  district’ for  the  detection  of  nuisances,  certain 
contraventions  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  have  been  observed. 
As  a  result,  these,  together  with  the  complaints  registered  at  the 
Department  number  158. 
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In  addition,  there  were  8  items  under  this  heading  outstand¬ 
ing  at  the  end  of  1944,  of  this  total,  150  nuisances  were  abated 
during  the  year,  leaving  16  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
In  the  abatement  of  these  nuisances  it  was  only  necessary  on 
one  occasion  to  take  formal  action. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  have  been  no  additions  to  the  register  of  offensive 
trades,  although  one  application  was  received  and  rejected. 

At  the  year  end  the  following  offensive  trades  were  being 
carried  out  in  the  district  :  — 

Fish  Friers  ...  ...  30 

Tripe  Boilers  ...  ...  2 

Rone  Boiler  ...  ...  1 

One  Hundred  inspections  have  been  made  on  these  premises 
and  no  serious  contravention  of  the  bye-laws  observed.  The 
general  cleanliness  of  these  premises  is  satisfactory. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Visits 

Survey  of  Sanitary  Accommodation  ...  ...  1097 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  602 

Drainage,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  286 

Water  Supplies  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  103 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Bakehouses...  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  17 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Theatres  and  Places  of  Entertainment ...  ...  6 

Stables  and  Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Refuse  Collection .. .  ...  ...  ...  ...  417 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  ...  ...  ...  62 


Total  2881 
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HOUSING. 


General  Inspection. 

Due  to  tlie  shortage  of  labour  and  materials,  much  difficulty 
and  delay  have  been  experienced  in  carrying  out  housing  repairs. 
However,  all  complaints  have  been  investigated  and  a  consider¬ 
able  amount  of  essential  work  carried  out.  Details  of  which 
are  set  out  below  : — 

Under  the  Public  Health  Acts  complaints  involving  95 
dwellings  were  received,  these,  without  exception  were  con¬ 
firmed.  ^York  was  satisfactorily  completed  in  89  cases  involving 
121  visits,  and  in  the  remainder,  the  work  had  been  commenced 
or  was  in  hand. 

Under  the  Housing  Acts  work  had  been  satisfactorily 
completed  in  connection  with  complaints  involving  99  dwell¬ 
ings,  3  complaints  remained  outstanding  at  the  year  end.  The 
visits  and  inspections  of  the  works  completed  or  in  progress 
under  the  Housing  Acts  during  the  year  totalled  130.  All  the 
notices  in  connection  with  repairs  and  maintenance  work  on  the 
dwellings  in  the  district  were  informal. 


Verminous  Dwellings. 

I'he  routine  inspection  of  dwelling  houses  within  the 
district  for  the  presence  of  vermin  has  unfortunately  had  to  be 
seriously  curtailed,  although  inspection  has  taken  place  on  a 
much  reduced  scale. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  make  a  total  of  84  visits  in  respect 
of  54  houses  suspected  of  being  infested  in  varying  degrees. 

All  dwellings  were  successfully  treated  either  by  the  use  of 
gas  or  an  approved  insecticide. 
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During  the  latter  half  of  the  year  experiments  with  insect¬ 
icide  and  powders  containing  D.D.T.  were  carried  out  with 
great  success,  also  Gammexane  powder  was  found  equally  as 
effective  in  other  directions. 

The  great  advantage  when  using  an  insecticide  with  the 
addition  of  D.D.T.  was  that  a  second  application  was  not 
necessary  as  had  previously  been  the  practice,  as  the  persistancy 
of  such  an  insecticide  was  proved  to  be  3  months  and  may  have 
been  much  longer. 

It  is  hoped  to  continue  the  use  and  further  experiments 
during  the  coming  year. 


Overcrowding. 

There  has  been  very  little  change  in  the  position  relative  to 
overcrowding  due  to  the  acute  shortage  of  suitable  alternative 
accommodation. 

Several  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  abated  by 
reduction  in  families  and  re-housing  on  the  Council’s  estate,  but 
unfortunately  there  has  been  an  increase  of  overcrowding  during 
the  year,  due,  in  the  first  instance  to  age  increases  and  secondly 
to  returning  service  men  and  women. 

The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  compared  with  that  in 
1944  is  as  follows  : — 


1944 

38 

14 

20 


1945 

41 

8 

19 


Definitely  Overcrowded  ... 
Overcrowding  Temporarily  Abated 
Possible  Overcrowding  ... 


Priority  is  being  given  to  the  overcrowded  families 
where  ever  suitable  housing  accommodation  becomes  available 
on  the  Council  estates,  but  unfortunately  overcrowding  is  not 
the  only  urgent  housing  need  confronting  the  Council,  accord¬ 
ingly,  great  care  has  to  be  taken  in  selection  of  tenants. 
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General  Remarks. 


In  1939  ambitious  schemes  were  being  prepared  for  the 
scheduling  of  many  working  class  dwellings,  together  with  a 
certain  amount  of  redevelopment  and  reconditioning.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  these  had  to  be  deferred,  due  to  the  emergency  of 
September,  1939. 

During  the  war  years,  housing  surveys  have  remained 
almost  at  a  standstill,  although  in  1943-44  a  housing  survey 
was  attempted.  This  was  quite  successful  in  so  far  as  it 
furnished  the  Health  and  Housing  Committees  with  valuable 
information  for  a  one  year  programme. 


The  survey  showed  (as  given  in  detail  in  my  last  Report) 
f^hat  without  the  demolition  of  a  single  dwelling  385  houses 
were  required  for  : — 

(a)  Overcrowding  Requirements. 

(b)  Requirements  of  Service  Hen  upon  return. 

(c)  Requirements  for  Health  Reasons. 


I'he  Council  are  acquiring  sites  for  both  temporary  and 
permanent  houses  in  various  parts  of  the  district  to  meet  these 
urgent  requirements. 


I  am  not  losing  sight  of  the  dwellings  of  the  district  which 
should  be  demolished,  but  I  feel  that  with  so  many  families 
living  under  conditions  conducive  to  the  spread  of  disease,  such 
families  must  receive  first  consideration.  Accordingly,  I  do  not 
feel  justified  in  recommending  the  demolition  of  a  single  house 
until  these  urgent  requirements  are  satisfied.  In  the  mean¬ 
time  schemes  are  being  prepared  to  deal  with  these  unfit 
dwellings  in  order  that  no  time  will  be  lost  when  housing 
facilities  are  again  available. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk  and  Dairies. 

The  District,  although  designated  as  an  Urban  Area, 
has  a  considerable  acreage  which  is  dehnitely  rural  in 
character.  In  these  areas  there  are  approximately  180 
farms,  of  which  101  are  milk  producing  establishments. 
A  great  deal  of  time  has  been  devoted  over  the  past  years 
to  the  general  inspection  of  these  premises,  and  although 
there  are  a  number  of  cow-sheds  which  are  of  the  most 
hygienic  design  and  construction,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
there  are  many  which  leave  much  to  be  desired. 

For  some  considerable  time  now  I  have  looked  forward 
to  the  day  when  all  the  dairy  farms  in  the  area  would  be 
producing  designated  milk,  and  in  order  to  assist  in 
bringing  this  about,  a  detailed  survey  of  all  milk  producing 
establishments  has  been  undertaken.  The  survey  took 
approximately  8  months,  involving  290  visits  and  inspec¬ 
tions,  and  at  the  completion,  84  specihcations,  together 
with  the  sketch  plans,  etc.  were  prepared  and  forwarded  to 
the  appropriate  quarter. 

The  work  outlined  in  these  specihcations  varied  con¬ 
siderably  from  major  repairs  and  almost  complete  recon¬ 
struction  to  very  minor  repairs. 

d'he  desired  results  have  not  so  far  been  achieved,  but 
a  certain  amount  of  reconstruction  has  already  been 
completed  and  a  considerable  amount  of  work  put  in  hand 
for  commencement  in  the  Spring  of  1946,  and  it  is  hoped 
by  the  end  of  next  year  that  a  considerable  amount  of 
upgrading  will  have  taken  place. 

The  position  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  milk 
producing  establishments  in  the  Distict  can  be  seen  from 
the  following  table  : — 
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Norl’d 

Sow’rby 

Sow’rby 

Bridge 

d'ri/gle 

Mill 

Bank 

Lud- 

denden 

Foot 

.\Iidgley 

Totals 

Good  condit’n. 
No  repairs 
required. 

3 

7 

1 

3 

4 

2 

15 

In  course  of 
reconstruction. 

— 

5 

— 

1 

— 

2 

8 

Minor  repairs 
required. 

1 

5 

— 

1 

4 

2 

13 

Moderate 

repairs 

required. 

9 

15 

2 

10 

6 

8 

50 

Extensive 

repairs 

required. 

2 

4 

— 

3 

2 

4 

15 

No.  of  Farms 

15 

31 

3 

18 

16 

18 

101 

The  survey  has  also  brought  to  light  a  further  very 
important  item,  namely  the  lack  of  suitable  dairy  accom¬ 
modation. 


With  the  reconstruction  of  the  sheds  we  hope  to  ensure 
that  the  beasts  will  be  well  housed,  and  consequently 
prevent  as  far  as  possible  the  spread  of  disease  amongst  the 
cattle  ;  thus  a  healthy  herd  will  produce  good  milk.  It  is 
therefore  of  the  greatest  importance  that  the  milk,  having 
once  been  produced  under  hygienic  conditions,  it  should  be 
stored  in  receptacles  efficiently  cleansed  and  in  suitable 
premises  to  avoid  contamination  after  production.  There¬ 
fore,  the  need  for  properly  constructed  and  suitably  placed 
dairy  premises,  together  with  the  means  for  efficient  steril¬ 
ization,  is  essential  for  clean  milk  production. 
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The  survey  has  clearly  shown  that  although  some  very 
up-to-date  dairy  premises  exist,  the  standard  over  the 
whole  area  varies  considerably.  The  following  table  sets 
out  in  detail  the  position  relative  to  the  dairy  accommoda¬ 
tion  available  on  the  dairy  farms  of  the  district  : — 


Norl’d 

Sow’rby 

Sow’rby 

Bridge 

'I'n/gle 

Mill 

Bank 

Lud- 

denden 

Foot 

Midgley 

Totals 

Farms  without 
suitable  dairy 
accommodati’n 

3 

8 

— 

4 

3 

2 

20 

Farms  with 

inadequate 

dairy 

accommodati’n 

5 

7 

1 

8 

3 

8 

32 

Farms  with 

reasonable 

dairy 

accommodati’n 

5 

11 

1 

3 

7 

5 

32 

Farms  with 

up-to-date 

dairv 

j 

accommodati’n 

2 

5 

1 

3 

3 

3 

17 

Total 

15 

31 

3 

18 

16 

18 

101 

This  position  is  not  very  satisfactory,  and  consequently 
in  the  specifications  previously  referred  to,  the  dairy 
accommodation  has  received  special  consideration,  ddie 
standards  suggested  have  been  arrived  at  after  very  careful 
thought  and  consultation,  and  it  is  encouraging  to  find  the 

dairy  farmers  conscious  of  the  fact  that  suitable  dairy 

% 

premises  form  a  major  part  of  the  plan  for  clean  milk 
production. 

Therefore,  in  brief,  efforts  are  being  made  to  house 
the  beasts  in  comfortable  sheds,  to  produce  and  handle 
the  milk  under  the  most  hygienic  methods,  and  to  store 
the  same  in  clean  sterile  receptacles  in  suitable  dairy 
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premises,  free  from  dirt  or  other  outside  influences  likely 
to  contaminate  the  milk. 

One  can  see  the  position  in  the  District  does  require 
attention,  but  I  feel  that  vve  compare  very  favourably  even 
at  the  i:)reseiit  time  with  the  majority  of  the  districts  in  the 
West  Riding,  not  only  in  the  condition  of  the  buildings, 
but  also  in  the  method  of  production,  etc.  I  can  state  with 
confidence  that  many  of  the  producers  in  the  district,  as 
the  results  of  the  samples  later  on  indicate,  with  their 
inadequate  accommodation  make  a  tremendous  effort  .to 
obtain  a  high  standard  of  cleanliness  in  their  production. 
These  producers  are  to  be  complimented  on  their  efforts  in 
this  direction. 

The  survey  has  been  of  great  value  not  only  in  obtain¬ 
ing  this  valuable  information  and  in  getting  a  clearer 
picture  of  the  position  relative  to  our  milk  producing 
establishments,  but  also  in  promoting  a  feeling  of  trust  and 
confidence  between  the  Department  and  the  producer. 


Milk  Sampling. 

In  addition  to  the  survey  and  routine  inspection  of  the 
dairy  farms,  the  sampling  of  all  producers  and  retailers 
within  the  District  has  been  undertaken.  Details  of  the 
samples  obtained  and  the  results  of  the  examinations  are 
as  follows  :  — 


No.  of 
Samples 
'I'aken 

In  District 

Out  District 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Designated 

Milks 

45 

31 

8 

4 

2 

Pasteurised 

Milks 

36 

t 

9 

3 

21 

3 

Raw  Milk 

216 

159 

42 

10 

5 

d'otals 

297 

199 

53 

71 

10 
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All  the  above  samples  were  taken  for  cleanliness  and 
keeping  quality  ;  the  sampling  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  being  undertaken  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council. 

The  Designated  Milks  which  failed  to  pass  the 
prescribed  tests  were  only  slight  failures,  the  milks  for  the 
most  part  being  satisfactory  under  the  Methylene  Blue 
Test,  whilst  the  failures  were  on  the  B.  Coli  Test. 

The  Pasteurised  Milks  with  only  one  exception,  passed 
the  Phosphatase  Test  for  efficient  pasteurization,  the 
remainder  of  the  unsatisfactory  milks  failing  on  the  Plate 
Count. 

The  Raw  Milks  were  without  exception  subjected  to 
the  Methylene  Blue  Test,  and  in  many  cases  also  to  the 
B.  Coli  Test.  In  these  milks  there  were  some  rather  bad 
failures,  but  these  were  in  the  minorit^q  as  more  than  60% 
of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were  only  slight  failures.  I 
consider  that  although  the  position  is  not  ideal,  it  is 
reasonably  satisfactory,  and  I  look  forward  next  year  to 
even  better  results. 

Milk  Special  Designations  Order,  1936/38. 

There  are  at  present  10  producers  of  designated  milks 
in  the  area,  consisting  of  2  Tuberculin  Tested  and  8 
Accredited  Producers,  d'his  is  an  increase  of  4  on  the 
previous  year. 

The  following  Licences  were  issued  during  the  year 
Supplimentary  Licence  to  Retail  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  2 
Supplimentary  Licence  to  Retail  Accredited  Milk  ^..  1 

Supplimentary  Licence  to  Retail  T.  T.  Milk  ...  1 

Bottling  Licence  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  1 

Food  Inspection. 

Regular  Inspection  has  continued  throughout  the  year 
at  all  the  food  shops  in  the  District,  special  attention  being 
given  to  the  36  registered  Food  Preparing  Establishments. 
Details  of  the  number  of  visits  and  inspections  made  to 
the  Market  and  food  shops  are  as  follows  : — 
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Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  ...  ...  ...  229 

Butchers  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

The  Public  Market  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Fish  Merchants  and  Poulterers  ...  ...  37 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Food  Depots  .  11 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Green  Grocers  and  Fruiterers  ...  ...  9 

Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Street  Vendors’  and  Hawkers’  Carts  ...  6 


Total  ...  478 


The  standard  of  cleanliness  of  the  premises,  equipment 
and  utensils  was  found  to  be  quite  satisfactory. 

As  a  result  of  these  inspections  and  visits,  a  quantity 
of  food  was  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption, 
the  details  being  set  out  below  : — 


Cereals 
Fruit  • 

Vegetables 

Meat 

Dried  Fruit 

Jam 

Rabbits 

Fish 

Fats 

Total 


Tons  Cwts  Qrs.  Lbs. 

1  10  3  7 

14  1  20 

11  1  0 

3  1  0 

1  3  18 

2  16 

2  4 

1  8 

10 


3  3  0  27 


Centralization  of  Slaughter. 

The  slaughter  of  animals  continues  at  the  Halifax 
Public  Abattoir  since  the  Ministry  of  Food  closed  the 
Sowerby  Bridge  Abattoir  in  October,  1942.  The  regular 
inspection  of  all  the  butchers  shops  in  the  District  continues. 
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Rodent  Control. 

1  he  arrangements  for  the  services  of  a  part  time 
Rodent  Specialist  continue,  but  in  addition,  the  Foreman 
of  the  Department  has  received  specialized  training  in  this 
work  by  the  Technical  Staff  of  the  Infestation  Branch  of 
the  Ministry  of  Food.  With  the  increased  number  of 
complaints  this  arrangement  works  quite  satisfactorily. 

During  the  year  it  was  not  considered  necessary  to 
embark  upon  a  survey  of  the  entire  District,  in  order  to 
secure  information  relative  to  infested  properties,  in  view 
of  the  results  of  the  work  completed  in  this  direction  last 
year. 

The  properties  in  the  black  spots  have  again  been 
visited  and  treated  on  approved  lines,  with  good  results. 
In  these  properties  it  is  possible,  that,  although  the  infest¬ 
ation  is  not  severe,  it  may  be  a  continuous  problem  due  to 
the  situation,  which  is  in  close  proximity  to  the  rivers  and 
canals  of  the  District,  and  also  to  trades  which  are  condu¬ 
cive  to  the  harbouring  of  these  rodents. 

A  considerable  number  of  complaints  have  been  dealt 
with  during  the  year,  involving  607  visits  and  inspections, 
as  a  result  of  which  it  was  found  that  the  infestation  could 
be  classed  in  the  following  categories  : — 

(a)  Reservoir  type  of  infestation  ...  1 

(b)  Major  primary  types  ...  ...  5 

(c)  Minor  secondary  types  ...  ...  37 

Total  ...  43 

In  addition  to  these,  the  food  shops  and  buffer  depots 
have  been  inspected  regularly,  and  with  only  3  exceptions 
appear  to  be  comparatively  free  from  infestation.  The 
infestated  premises  have  been  treated  on  the  Ministry  of 
Food  lines,  with  good  results. 

In  addition,  the  refuse  tips  of  the  area  have  been 
inspected,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  Milner  Royd  tip 
they  appear  to  be  free  from  infestation. 


The  infestation  at  Milner  Royd  appears  to  be  quite 
severe,  due  to  the  unfortunate  accumulation  of  loose  tins, 
of  which  disposal  at  the  present  time  in  their  loose  state 
is  extremely  difficult  and  disposal  on  the  tip  is  a  very  slow 
process.  The  infestation  has  been  dealt  with,  but  it  is 
quite  possible  that  it  will  recur  whilst  this  large  accum¬ 
ulation  exists.  Effin'ts  are  being  made  for  an  alternative 
method  or  disposal  of  these  loose  tins. 

As  outlined  in  my  last  Report,  the  treatment  of  the 
sewerage  system  of  the  district  has  continued,  and  been 
completed  during  the  year.  Each  length  of  sewer  has 
received  two  treatments  at  monthly  intervals.  Details  of 
these  are  set  out  below  :  — 


First  Treatment. 

Pre  Bait  -  Sausage  Rusk. 

Poison  Bait  -  5%  Zinc  Phosphide  to  Pre  Bait. 


District 

Pre  Bait  Takes 

Poison  Bait  Takes 

No.  of 
Manholes 

C. 

G. 

S. 

N. 

C. 

G. 

s. 

N. 

Luddenden 
Foot  (Main) 

1 

5 

37 

24 

1 

29 

37 

67 

Warley  -  Rose 
Grove  (Main) 

__ 

20 

20 

20 

Midgley 

3 

5 

17 

42 

3 

2 

9 

53 

67 

Luddenden  F’t 

— 

43 

23 

10 

— 

31 

27 

18 

76 

Mill  Bank  - 

Triangle 

_ 

40 

27 

2 

-  - 

5 

62 

2 

69 

Sowerby  - 
Luddenden  F’t 

48 

9 

28 

1 

27 

25 

32 

85 

Sowerby  - 

Triangle 

47 

25 

12 

23 

31 

30 

84 

Beechwood  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

88 

— 

— 

— 

88 

88 

S.B.  No.  1  ... 

11 

12 

1 

68 

6 

7 

6 

73 

92 

S.B.  No.  2  ... 

1 

10 

4 

109 

1 

7 

5 

111 

124 

S.B.  No.  3  ... 

14 

11 

10 

84 

7 

5 

15 

92 

119 

d'otals 

30 

221 

153 

487 

19 

107 

209 

556 

891 

C.  — complete  take.  G. — good  take.  S.— slight  take.  ^  X. — no  take. 
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Second  Treatment. 

Pre  Bait  -  Stale  Bread. 

Poison  Bait  -  10%  Barium  Carbonate  to  Pre  Bait. 


District 

Pre  Bait  Takes 

Poison  Bait  Takes 

No.  of 
Manholes 

C. 

G. 

s. 

N. 

C 

G. 

s. 

N. 

Luddenden 
Foot  (Main) 

14 

53 

7 

60 

67 

Warley  -  Rose 
Grove  (Main) 

20 

20 

20 

Midgley 

— 

— 

— 

67 

— 

— 

— 

67 

67 

Luddenden  F’t 

7 

8 

11 

50 

6 

7 

8 

55 

76 

Mill 'Bank  - 

Triangle 

2 

2 

66 

2 

1 

66 

69 

Sowerby  - 
Luddenden  F’t 

85 

85 

85 

Sowerby  - 

Triangle 

1 

4 

2 

27 

1 

■  2 

1 

80 

84 

Beech  wood  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

88 

— 

— 

— 

88 

88 

S.B.  No.  1  ... 

— 

8 

2 

82 

— 

4 

5 

83 

92 

S.B.  No.  2  ... 

— 

4 

3 

117 

_ 

2 

4 

118 

124 

S.B.  No.  3  ... 

2 

10 

9 

98 

3 

7 

6 

103 

119 

Totals 

10 

36 

43 

803 

10 

24 

32 

825 

891 

C. — complete  take.  G. — good  take.  S.  —slight  take.  N.— no  take. 

From  the  above  results  it  can  be  clearly  seen  that 
whilst  the  sewers  of  the  district  are  comparatively  free 
from  infestation,  there  are  certain  lengths  which  are 
infested  in  varying  degrees.  As  these  infested  lengths  of 
sewer  are  in  the  fairly  congested  parts  of  the  district  it  is 
fairly  safe  to  assume  that  these  are  directly  connected  with 
surface  infestations.  This  has  been  proved  on  two 
occasions,  and  has  been  successfully  dealt  with. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  in  almost  every  case  the 
first  treatment  has  had  the  desired  results,  this  is  clearly 
shown  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  both  the  pre  bait  takes 
and  the  poison  bait  takes  on  the  second  treatment  were 
greatly  reduced,  and  also  complaints  of  surface  infestation 
were  cleared  up  almost  immediately  after  the  first  treat¬ 
ment. 
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The  entire  sewerage  system  on  the  Beechwood 
Housing  Estate  has  on  both  occasions  been  found  to  be 
absolutely  free  from  any  infestation  as  no  take  was  recorded 
at  any  of  the  baiting  points. 


The  work  on  baiting  the  sewers  was  commenced  late 
in  1944,  and  completed  in  May,  1945  ;  this  work  required 
the  treatment  on  each  occasion  of  approximately  900  man 
holes,  which  necessitated  a  total  of  3,000  visits  and  inspec¬ 
tions  in  connection  with  the  various  stages  of  baiting. 


The  sewage  disposal  works  at  Luddenden  Foot  and 
Milner  Rovd  have  also  been  baited  in  connection  with  the 
rat  campaign,  and  it  has  been  observed  that  these  are 
comparatively  free  from  infestation. 


The  black  spots  of  the  district  have  been  noted  and 
will  be  dealt  with  from  time  to  time.  Complaints 
relative  to  any  infestation  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  Des¬ 
truction  Act  receives  specialized  treatment  without  delay. 


Civil  Defence. 

With  the  cessation  of  hostilities  the  work  of  the 

Department  in  connection  with  Civil  Defence  Organis- 

# 

ations  has  come  to  a  close.  The  work  for  which  the 
Department  was  responsible  is  set  out  as  follows  : — 

Ambulance  Service. 

Casualty  Information  Bureau. 
Decontamination  Service. 

Food  Decontamination  Service. 

Emergency  Mortuary  Service. 
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It  is  a  great  burden  lifted  from  the  shoulders  of  the 
Department,  as  the  services  required  a  considerable  amount 
of  time  to  organise  and  continue  in  an  efficient  manner. 
The  work  was  made  easier  by  the  keen  interest  and  devo¬ 
tion  shown  by  the  personnel  at  Meetings  and  the  regularity 
with  which  they  attended  for  stand-by  duty  and  practices. 
The  district  was  extremely  fortunate  in  escaping  air  raids, 
but  had  the  services  been  required,  I  know  that  they  would 
have  given  a  very  good  account  of  themselves,  as  was  borne 
out  by  the  manner  in  which  the  ambulance  personnel 
manned  the  civil  ambulance  during  hostilities.  I  do  not 
wish  to  single  out  the  members  of  any  separate  service,  but 
I  would  like  to  pay  a  tribute  to  all  the  members  of  these 
services  for  their  devotion  during  the  years  of  war. 


39 


-  ,  n^«!>\j5l3  »' *1  J^SB* 

0(!r|v.  ;;io|.!u<?jt  TiJt  -Pif.'i 


j tju*  Ti  ,«/*  '»kirA.!*()rii4to'J4iA  ttfti  <r.5ir»r^ro;im:t‘Al  . 

.♦  ^ 

fiTl^  irt’  *^OMhn*:i  I /(A  judw/h^To  . 

n  *  * 

-ovi'b  biiB  tirii  6r><<ni  <»u//  >^irt'V7  !>»iT 

Hu'J  biu.  ffj  lid<?  „ 

'  .  L  .  .  ».  •  '  T  ^  i  ‘ 


' b^ L  Abf V  bifi^M  it/l’  barirtsrJ-Jrf^^^ib *cK{?ft/ "Vif?  • 


snioiJ  iBavIoecnsdl  lo  jjiuoo;i:  iJot*;^  fiaVi;;)  ^viiii  '* 


lafiii9<;iotT  aoiialiidm^  %d>  rfoinv/  ni.tafluBfri-  5fti  «  ►T 

/<,*  .4.  ..».j.Jmi!:_  •  v«i  fiv-'-,  .i’,>u  . 


-  4- 


li^tj  j>or 


i.‘ 


"JT 


Tfli  Mi^ldrrVrrt  aifl  f  1  '^udfti  ^  oi  o^iil  I 

.i/vw  1i>  noijovab  'I'istU  wT  ^^>-'*’#10^ 

■?■ .!%:' •V»r*^-'^  '  Vi'<i  -ti  ./?  ''t>SI  4 

^■'4ui--  b*.  t  '  ■  '<  :  ■  4.  ■';  ,  • .  4,  %Si  ' .  •  .  - 


'4.  <*>' 


«  . 


'  fJI 


*  )'1 


'  -« 

Mb?  / 


>? 


r  L... 


^/‘■’'iv‘4; 


V  .  tV 


1  I 


f  j:- in' 


tv.. 


.*  '  ? 


■* '  1)‘ 


•*'  t'»  -'i  i  \  V'  T  ^■■ 


V-* 


|[1^•  '  "-v  j, 

rf'iV- 


V  It 

:0lit  vt  rtiSijSuil  . .  A-i  •  ip*:  i>  'it'i  t  t  •>'  %  >  :*  ^ 


,  \  n » i>d5  J  ;  .■  r‘  V-r  V  *c^-^  ( 


i'-  f  .nv'-j« 

!  *  . 


•  < 


r  f’- 


✓ 


hli%m'u,rwrf 


:f. 


h^t  tn" 


.  'iixi. 


>.,'%{■ 


-A.  Ml 

■  m 


• 

.9L# 


^  /C 

-j-'' 


,  \ 


•4.  ' 


. 


.■''.V 

■.  r^. 


■4 

•  i  .  j 


't  k* 


c 


I 


% 


% 


r 

I' 

I- 
♦  . 


I 


